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variety of the subjects he deals with is amazing.   In his commentaries he covers nearly the whole ground of the Scriptures; there is hardly a point of dogma or ethic which he leaves untouched in his theological works ;    he  talks   science with   the   Manicheans, philosophy with the Platonists, and history with the   pagans.      So   extensive   an   activity   has   its disadvantages, of course.    His scriptural work is feeble when compared with Jerome's learned and leisurely interpretations ; just as the swift fluency of his style shrinks from comparison with Jerome's laborious   production—the  hermit  of  Bethlehem polishing   and   rewriting   his   letters   most   conscientiously  at  the very  moment  he  is  pouring contempt on literature.     Nevertheless, his hurried writings are so instinct with high personal thinking, that Leibnitz has pronounced him to be ' endowed with a most vast talent,' Baur has said that ( no other theologian is so able or fertile,' and Sir W. Hamilton, on the philosophic side, has considered him ' one of the profoundest thinkers of antiquity.' I   have  already dealt  with Augustine's   earlier works, as well as with his anti-Donatist and  most of his   anti-Manichean   writings.      In   the   next chapter I shall speak of his anti-Pelagian  works. Besides these we have a large number of scrip-